
T HE Pyramids and the Sphinx
might be the most popular of
all tourist attractions in Egypt,

drawing millions of visitors to the Giza
Plateau to see these world famous
monuments, but Cairo has hidden
treasures that are equally worth explor-
ing. 

From the many Ottoman-era houses
in the city there is much to choose
from, but perhaps the most intimate
and the one which gives the greatest
insight into the lives of wealthy
Ottoman families is Beit al-Kritliya,
the House of the Cretan Woman, com-
monly known as the Gayer-Anderson
Museum.

It takes its present name from Major
General Doctor John Gayer Anderson
Pasha, sometime physician to the
Egyptian royal family. Gayer
Anderson had expressed an interest in
restoring one of Cairo’s old houses to
its former glory and the government
entrusted him with Beit al-Kritliya,
which he lovingly restored and lived in
over the next eight years. It must have
broken his heart to leave the house in
1942, when poor health forced his
return to London, where he died three
years later.

During the period of Egypt’s
monarchy, only 118 families carried
the title “Pasha,” so for a foreigner to
be granted this honour by the king was
a rare accolade and a tribute to his love
for Egypt. During his stay in the house,
Gayer Anderson filled it with objects
from all over the world he had collect-
ed throughout his life. Byzantine,
Syrian, Persian, Turkish, Indian and
Chinese artifacts fill the house to this
day.

The Gayer Anderson Museum is, in
fact, not one house, but two, which are
joined together by a bridge that serves
as an internal passageway from one
house to the other. The first house,
called the house of Amna bint Salim
al-Gazzar, was built in 1540, whilst the
second, Beit al-Kritliya, was built in

1631. They were joined together to
form one luxurious dwelling sometime
in the nineteenth century. Situated
right next to the great congregational
mosque of Ahmed Ibn Tulun, the two
houses give a rare glimpse of what life
must have been like for a wealthy
Muslim family in Ottoman Cairo. The
view from the roof affords spectacular
views of the mosque, which must have
been as inspiring in the 16th and 17th
centuries as it still is today.

Beit al-Kritliya reminds us of the
much more comfortable lifestyle
enjoyed by wealthy Muslim mer-
chants, compared to their European
equivalents of the same period, whose
houses were often dark, cold and
draughty places. In contrast, these
Ottoman homes were bright, airy and
spacious, with gentle breezes giving
respite from the summer’s heat. A
device known as a shukhsheikha, a
polygonal structure between the ceil-
ing and the roof, allowed in light and
acted as a wind-catcher, funneling the
breeze downwards into the house.

The extensive use of mashrabiya,
the wooden lattice screens used so
much in Ottoman architecture, on the

windows allowed the breeze to enter
freely into the home, whilst shutting
out the glare of the sun’s rays. With
typical care for the ladies in a Muslim
home, found even today throughout
the Muslim world, these screens
allowed the ladies to walk freely
around the house without being seen
from onlookers outside, whilst they
were still able to get a good view of
everything themselves. The roof ter-
race, especially, is a great place for
conversation and recreation, surround-
ed completely by mashrabiya but fully
open to the sky. This area of the house,
known as the haramlik, was where the
ladies could relax and take the breeze,
and where visitors’ eyes could never
reach.

The thing that distinguishes this
house from the other Ottoman-era
houses in Cairo is that it is furnished,
pretty much in the way it would have
been furnished when its occupants
lived there. There are tiles from Turkey
and ceramics from throughout the
Islamic world. Coloured glass vases sit
on top of inlaid wood and brass tables
or next to chairs of mother-of-pearl.
Whilst there are some large pieces of

furniture, such as cabinets and desks,
the family would have sat on cushions
and low couches and would have had
exquisite carpets from Turkey and
Persia under their feet.

The rooms of the house now bear
names given them by Gayer Anderson,
and make a veritable roll call of the
most beautiful Islamic art in the world.
There is a Byzantine room and a
Persian room. The Damascus room is
truly delightful, with gilded and inlaid
wood and lacquer work, brought by
John Gayer Anderson from a ruined
house in Damascus. There is also a
library, a small museum of his exhibits
and a small picture gallery containing
prints and drawings.
Muslims read in the Holy Qur’an in
Surat an-Nisa:

Worship Allah, and join not any
partners with Him;
And do good to parents, kinsfolk,
orphans, those in need,
Neighbours who are near, neigh-
bours who are strangers,
The Companion by your side, the
wayfarer (you meet)
And what your right hands pos-
sess.

Holy Qur’an 4:36
Beit al-Kritliya made it possible for

its owners to treat their guests with the
greatest hospitality. There are both
formal reception rooms and more inti-
mate balconies, or loggias, where
business could be conducted or visi-
tors welcomed. Prophet Mohamed
(peace be upon him) spoke of the need
for Muslims to show hospitality to all.
In this Ottoman merchant’s house we
see how this Muslim hospitality could
be practiced. Let us take the Prophet
himself as our example (pbuh) and let
us learn, each in our own way and
within our own means, how to treat
strangers and friends with the same
lavish welcome.
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Canadian plan for UN force

OTTAWA: Canada has in mind an interna-
tional UN police force of 10,000 men to
patrol the borders between Israel and the
Arab states, a high government source said.

Foreign Minister Lester B. Pearson pro-
posed in the United Nations General
Assembly last night the formation of an 'ade-
quate' international peace force to ensure that
any cease-fire in Palestine is observed.

His proposal won immediate support from
the United States, but has not yet been placed
before the UN as a formal resolution.

Reports from the United Nations, mean-
while, say that UN Secretary General today
appointed a three-man committee to check
on compliance with the General Assembly's
Middle East cease-fire and to make the first
report.

Syria places Armed Forces
under Amer

WASHINGTON: The Syrian Embassy
today notified the US State Department that
Syria is putting its armed forces under a Joint
Command with Egypt.

An Embassy spokesman said Mamun
Hamui, charge d'affaires, informed US
deputy Assistant Secretary of State Lamptom
Berry of the decision at a 2 pm interview.

Resolution of Coptic Council

THE Coptic Orthodox Community Council, in
an extraordinary meeting held yesterday, passed
a resolution strongly protesting against the "fla-
grant aggression" of England and France on
Egypt and the Egyptian People.

The aggression, the resolution says, is
absolutely incompatible with international law,
the principles specified in the United Nations
Charter and the elementary conceptions of justice
and humanity.

In the resolution it was stated that all the
Egyptian People are firmly united and ready to
sacrifice their lives and money to defend their
sacred fatherhood under the hero of struggle and
nationalism President Gamal Abdul Nasser.

Manifesto by Press Syndicate

IN a manifesto to the Egyptian People, the
Press Syndicate in Cairo yesterday declared
that since Britain and France have mobilised
their forces of evil and aggression to annihi-
late the people of this country, "we will make
our pure soil a tomb for the imperialist."

The statement said that "The Egyptian
People: Britain and France have mobilised
forces and all resources to usurp the popular
victories which you have gained, and to
deprive you of the blessing of independence
which you have won by your sweat and
blood."

"We will not enable these forces to achieve
their aim. We will teach them a lesson that
they cannot forget in generations." 
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To the heart of the matter
By Idris Tawfiq
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BEIT al-Kritliya, the House of the Cretan Woman.

A LABORIOUS ISSUE

I DON’T want to harm the posi-
tive spirits of the reader follow-
ing the clear and decisive victo-

ry of the Lebanese resistance – with
no help from us, I might add – over
the Zionist enemy, but it is important
to look at this event in social science
terms to extract lessons for the future
that will spare us a lot of suffering.
The Palestinians have been trying to
imitate the Lebanese victory for ages
and it hasn’t got them anywhere and
faith alone, with all due respect to
Nabih Biri, is never enough.

Just as the war was grinding on, I
got hold of this study of what was
going on in Lebanon, in global politi-
cal economy perspective (I’ll write
another article about that), from two
of the most reliable and insightful
researchers it has been my good for-
tune to read – Jonathan Nitzan and
Shimshon Bichler’s ‘Cheap Wars’,
http://www.bnarchives.net, August
2006). It is a bit irritating that both of
them are Israelis and as usual are way
ahead of us Arab journalists and our
conspiracy theories – me included –
but there’s no harm in getting an
inside account of what went wrong
with the Israeli war. (Don’t even get
me started on Noam Chomsky and
Seymour Hersh). And they figured it
out before the war even ‘went’
wrong! 

On the cheap

What went wrong with this and
frankly all of Israel’s military skir-
mishes up north since the end of the
Cold War is, in a word, globalisation.
It may seem hard to believe but that
does seem to be it. During the Cold
War, capitalism was very state-cen-
tric, thanks to the galvinising effect of
the Communist threat and the lessons
learnt during the great depression. As
the Cold War wound down and the
international economy became self-
sustaining, capitalists increasingly
found profitable opportunities abroad
and no longer needed the Keynesian
welfare-warfare state to keep the
economy afloat.

They could have their cake and eat
it, make lots of money and suffer
unemployment at the same time.
Normally you need high employment
to have people who can spend money
on the very consumer items manufac-
tured by the capitalists –
Keynesianism. One alternative to that

is just employing people for military
manufacture, hence, military
Keynesianism. With the lifting of
capital controls, a goodly number of
capitalists could just make money off
the money markets without actually
producing anything and so having to
pay people wages to buy what was
produced.

This had a tremendous effect on
warfare since, with the end of the
Communist umbrella, there was no
longer any need to go and invade the
Third World to get at its raw materials
or cheap labour. The third-worlders
themselves had no option but to
‘open’ themselves up since develop-
ment funds weren’t going to come
from anywhere else. (They call it ‘for-
eign direct investment’, usually a
euphemism for privatisation of key
national assets – more on this below).
The Sovs themselves had to borrow to
stay afloat and eventually stopped
staying afloat. 

There was no need, moreover, to
put up with the workers back home
either, since the threat of a
Communist rebellion was gone and
there were plenty of financial oppor-
tunities abroad. As a consequence, the
patriotism of the working classes – as

canon fodder for the war effort – was
no longer called for. ‘Smart bombs’
came to replace dumb soldiers and the
welfare benefits of being in the armed
forces went into a nosedive. With that
the whole emphasis shifted away
from ground forces, relying instead
on airpower to take out the enemy
from afar with minimum effort and
casualties on your part.

Nobody’s going to go charging into
enemy lines like they did during the
First World War if he doesn’t know
that his family is going to get his pen-
sion and be taken care of if he’s no
longer there to do the job, is he? Alas,
ground forces are called on when
occupying someone else’s territory,
which explains how ‘motivated’ the
Israelis – and Americans – have been
in their recent military adventures.

Privacy wars

All this makes sense too on account
of the peculiar nature of this war, that
is, that it’s more of an American war
than an Israeli one. To cite Seymour
Hersh, yet again, one American offi-
cial told him: “Israel studied the
Kosovo war as its role model… The
Israelis told Condi Rice, ‘You did it in
about seventy days, but we need half
of that — thirty-five days.’ ” (That
was the actual timeframe of this war).
Another official even said: “The
Israelis told us it would be a cheap
war with many benefits… Why
oppose it? We’ll be able to hunt down
and bomb missiles, tunnels, and
bunkers from the air. It would be a
demo for Iran.” (Seymour M. Hersh,
“Washington’s interests in Israel’s
war”, New Yorker, August 14, 2006).

So, yet more vindication of the
Nitzan-Bichler analysis. And to give
you an impression of just how ‘hol-
lowed out’ the Israeli state is, and how
demoralised the Israeli Army and
public are, we have this little embar-
rassing incident. Defence Minister
Amir Peretz, while a Labourist critic
of the right wing, “refused to use a
law allowing IDF reservists called up
for service recently to enjoy an
exemption on fines and interest asso-
ciated with debts they incur during
their call-up period” (‘Cheap Wars’,
2006). This reminds me of the equal-
ly embarrassing incident that also
happened at the beginning of the
Lebanon War, when it was discovered
that the State Department ‘required’

that Americans “stranded in Lebanon
sign a promissory note pledging to
pay for their own rescue.” (Please see
Justin Raimondo, “Playing the Sunni
Card: The Geopolitics of Israel’s
War”, antiwar.com, July 19, 2006).

Socialism lives!

And this has nothing to do with the
private sector taking the government
for a ride. The Israeli regime did that
more or less to itself. An example of
this is that the chief benefactor of the
latest wave of privatisation, Tzadik
Bino, himself has said there was no
need to privatise everything that was
privatised and that at this rate the only
thing left to sell off was the army!

The question the average Israeli,
perfectly understandably, is asking
himself is, what exactly is it that we
are fighting and dying for? This is a
problem that has faced the Lebanese
in the south on more than one occa-
sion with the endless shortages in
power supply and the sectarian distri-
bution of utilities and government
services, not to mention the near con-
centration of all development projects
within Beirut. Fortunately Hizbollah
and frankly most parties in Lebanon
have found an answer. Provide your
own services because no-one else is
going to do it for you. Hence the com-
pensation and reconstruction funds
Hizbollah is providing and has pro-
vided over the years, and the kind of
services all the political parties pro-
vide their people in Lebanon, across
the political spectrum.

The reversal of fortunes that took
place in this war is doubly ironic
given that the reason that one of the
most important reasons that Hizbollah
succeeded where Israel failed is that it
absorbed, without even knowing it,
many of the original causes of Israel’s
successes in the past. To cite Nitzan
again, the “incentive to fight for
‘one’s country’ when that country is
so socially fractured is much reduced
– particularly when confronted with
socially embedded and highly moti-
vated religious militias.” But there’s
more to it even than that, something
I’ll have to get to in another article
with some Arab input, for a change!!

By Emad El-Din Aysha

Keys to failure: Israel’s performance in global perspective

Hospitable to all

From The Observer

JONATHAN Nitzan with his,
uh, thumb on the pulse of

events as usual!

The writer holds a PhD in
International Studies

EVERYBODY agrees on the difficulty
of curbing child labour in Egypt,
where at least two million children
below the legal employment age
work to provide up to 30 per cent of
family income.

The prevalence of child labour in
Egypt is directly tied to poverty and
the high costs of education for poor
families, where women head house-
holds alone.

It is estimated that children
between the ages of 10 to 14 make
up 11 per cent of Egypt's total labour
force in the countryside and cities.

Official figures show that almost
80 per cent of child workers are
either engaged in agriculture work,
or in the urban areas, where they sell
paper tissues, serve tea at coffee
shops and operate heavy machinery
at workshops.

The problem of child labour in
Egypt should not remain unsolved,
however. The Government, private
sector and private associations
should work together combatting
child labour. But, if a child is com-
pelled to work, then they can help

him/her work in a less harmful work-
ing environment.

The Government should withdraw
children under 12 from workshops
and from the most dangerous jobs,
such as working in front of furnaces
or in areas where they operate heavy
machinery or breathe particles, like
in textile or carpet-weaving shops.

And if the Government fails to take
these children out of work, it has to
craft a realistic plan to improve their
lives, and protect their labour and
occupational health rights including
the rights to work reasonable hours
and not to be exposed to dangerous
chemicals, weights and noise.

In this plan, the Government
should include income-generating
projects and micro-credit funds for
the destitute families.

In the meantime, capital owners
and non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs) are required to launch
a comprehensive programme of
incentives for workshop owners to
release their child workers for health
or literacy classes and provide their
parents with jobs instead.

OF COURSE, OUR ORIGINAL AIM
WAS FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY
BUT THE PEOPLE OF IRAQ DON’T

SEEM READY FOR THAT...WE CAN’T
HAVE MAD MULLAHS IN THE SOUTH
GETTING FRIENDLY WITH IRAN, OR

KURDISH SEPARATISTS IN THE
NORTH ANNOYING THE

TURKS...NO, WHAT WE
NEED IS A STRONG

LEADER WHO WE
CAN SUPPORT

WHILE HE
RESTORES
ORDER, NO

QUESTIONS
ASKED ...

DICTATORSHIP AND
STABILITY.


